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Re Directorate Change 
• Graham Prothero to succeed James Thomson as CEO on 1 January 2023 

• James Thomson to remain on the Board as a Non-Executive Director 
 
27 April 2022 
 
In 2019 the Board appointed James Thomson as Chief Executive Officer (“CEO”) with a remit to 
implement the cultural and structural changes needed to ensure that the Company delivered its 
strategic objectives over the medium term. Having successfully delivered those changes, James now 
wishes to stand down as CEO and will do so with effect from 31 December 2022.   
 
Following a wide-ranging search process, involving both internal and external candidates, the Board 
is delighted to announce that Graham Prothero, currently Chief Operating Officer (“COO”) of Vistry 
Group PLC (“Vistry”), will join the Board as CEO, with effect from 1 January 2023.   
 
James will become a Non-Executive Director, also with effect from 1 January 2023. 
 
Graham joined the Board of Vistry and was appointed COO in January 2020 following the acquisition 
by Bovis Homes Group PLC of Galliford Try’s housing businesses. He was formerly Chief Executive of 
Galliford Try Plc from 2019, having previously served as Finance Director since 2013. From 2008 to 
2013, he was Finance Director of Development Securities plc (subsequently U+I Group plc). He is 
Senior Independent Director and Chair of the Audit Committee of Marshalls plc as well as a Trustee 
and Vice Chair of the Jigsaw Trust.   
 
Dermot Gleeson, Chairman, commented: 
 
“We are delighted to have secured Graham Prothero as the Group’s next CEO. His outstanding track 
record and experience in housebuilding make him the ideal choice to lead the Group in the next 
phase of its development. I am also delighted that James has agreed to remain on the Board as a 
Non-Executive Director, where we will continue to benefit from his knowledge of the company and 
industry.”    
 
James Thomson, CEO, commented: 
 
“We have achieved much over the last three years, during which time I have been supported by a 
strong and talented team of colleagues. Gleeson is now even better-placed to deliver the quality 
low-cost homes our country urgently needs. I am delighted to have been asked to remain on the 
Board when I step down as CEO at the end of the year and, in the meantime, remain fully focused 
on delivering the results for the current financial year and ensuring that the business continues to 
perform into 2023.”  
 
Graham Prothero, CEO-designate, commented: 
 
“I am very much looking forward to taking up my new role at MJ Gleeson. I have watched the 
Company’s progress over the years and long admired the delivery of its focused strategy. It is rare 
to find a business that genuinely enhances people’s well-being in the way that Gleeson does. I am 
excited to take on a key role in a business that is an impressive growth story with the inspiring 
purpose of “Building Homes. Changing Lives”.” 



 
Notes on appointment: 
 
No further information is required to be disclosed pursuant to LR 9.6.13 R. 

 
Graham Prothero’s remuneration arrangements have been set in accordance with the Directors’ 
Remuneration Policy approved by shareholders at the AGM on 5 December 2019, and further details 

will be set out in the Directors’ Remuneration Report in the 2022 Annual Report and Accounts in 
accordance with the applicable regulations.  

 
Notes to editors: 

 

MJ Gleeson is low-cost housebuilder and land promoter. It has two distinct but complementary 
businesses: building low-cost homes in the North of England and the Midlands; and land promotion in 

the South of England.   
 

For further details, please refer to mjgleesonplc.com  

 
 
This announcement contains inside information. The person responsible for arranging the release of 
this announcement on behalf of the company is Stefan Allanson, Chief Financial Officer.  
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